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DEVELOPMENTS

Building Bridges by Building Communities 

Which Does Yachad Need More � 
Financial Donations or Volunteers? 
Answer: Both
Yachad depends upon the generosity of 
others. Yachad�s mission is to be generous 
to others. So the questions arise, �What is 
generosity?� �When have we been generous 
enough?�

We, at Yachad, are very grateful for the 
countless hours our volunteers provide and 
the gracious support of our many donors. 
But as we try to provide the best services to 
our clients, we often encounter a dilemma: 
volunteers don�t always assist us �nancially 
and donors don�t always volunteer. �e sta� 
and board of Yachad believe that the act of 
tzedekah requires both kinds of giving. We 
look in the Talmud for the Jewish answer.

�e Talmud often examines two opposing 
schools of thought. One side might say that 
a donation of time is more important; the 
other side might favor money donations. 
Like the Talmud, we consult the Torah for 
the answer.

When the Israelites begin to build the 
Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 35), Moses 
instructs �those who have willing hearts� 
to donate goods--what amounted to money 
in the dessert. So many contributed to this 
capital campaign that Moses turned some of 
the donors away.

A few verses later, Moses asks those who 
have �wise hearts� to participate in the actual 
construction--to donate labor. �e Torah 
thus recognizes that time without money (or 
vice versa) does not get the job done.

If the scholars of the Talmud could see 
our impact on the lives of Yachad clients 
today, they would surely say, gam zeh v�gam 
zeh--this and also this. Or, in plain English. 
Please give both, time and money.

    �Roxanne Littner, President
    �Rabbi Toby Manewith

A “Match Made in Heaven,” Yachad’s Faith to Faith Program 
And Emory Beacon of Light CDC Unite to  
Improve Brightwood
Audrey Smith points out the mezuzahs that hang on several doorposts in her 
house in Washington�s Brightwood neighborhood. �e mezuzahs have been 
painted over so many times they are barely visible. It has been a long time since 
the neighborhood was mostly Jewish and a Jewish family lived in this house. 
Brightwood�in the upper Georgia Ave. area�has been predominantly African 
American for many decades. 

�e mezuzahs, the traditional 
emblem on the doorposts of 
Jewish homes, present a quiet 
symbol of a successful, long-
standing partnership between 
Yachad and Emory United 
Methodist Church, which owns 
the Smith house. Yachad�s Faith to 
Faith Community Development 
program provides technical, 
real estate and organizational 
development expertise to faith-
based community groups in 
lower income neighborhoods. 
Other Faith to Faith projects 
have assisted such organizations as Far Southwest-Southeast Community 
Development Corporation (CDC), �ird Baptist CDC and New Covenant 
Evangelic Center. 

�We�ve had a wonderful partnership since 1997,� Rev. Joseph Daniels, 
Emory�s pastor, recalled recently. �So often people are trying to pit one faith 
against another. Faith to Faith is a strong example of what can happen when two 
di�erent faiths come together on common ground and work together to help 
people.�

�e Smith house �gured in an early joint e�ort between Emory and Yachad. 
Now, more than a decade later, Yachad�s popular Sukkot in Spring (formerly 
Sukkot in April) volunteer rehabilitation program is once again �xing up the 
house.

�Working with Emory through Faith to Faith and our other programs has 
given Yachad an opportunity to make a real impact on one neighborhood,� said 
Audrey Lyon, Yachad�s Executive Director. 

 Soon after Emory established Emory Beacon of Light (EBOL), a non-pro�t 
community development corporation, to revitalize its upper Georgia Avenue 
neighborhood more than a decade ago, Faith to Faith helped EBOL �gure out  a 

Audrey Smith points to barely visible mezuzah in her 
house.
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