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Which Does Yachad Need More
Financial Donations or Volunteers?
Answer: Both

Yachad depends upon the generosity of
others. Yachads mission is to be generous
to others. So the questions arise, What is
generosity? When have we been generous
enough?

We, at Yachad, are very grateful for the
countless hours our volunteers provide and
the gracious support of our many donors.
But as we try to provide the best services to
our clients, we often encounter a dilemma:
volunteers don't always assist us nancially
and donors dont always volunteer. e sta
and board of Yachad believe that the act of
tzedekah requires both kinds of giving. We
look in the Talmud for the Jewish answer.

e Talmud often examines two opposing
schools of thought. One side might say that
a donation of time is more important; the
other side might favor money donations.
Like the Talmud, we consult the Torah for
the answer.

When the Israelites begin to build the
Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 35), Moses
instructs those who have willing hearts
to donate goods--what amounted to money
in the dessert. So many contributed to this
capital campaign that Moses turned some of
the donors away.

A few verses later, Moses asks those who
have wise hearts to participate in the actual
construction--to donate labor. e Torah
thus recognizes that time without money (or
vice versa) does not get the job done.

If the scholars of the Talmud could see
our impact on the lives of Yachad clients
today, they would surely say, gam zeh vgam
zeh--this and also this. Or, in plain English.
Please give both, time and money.

Roxanne Littner, President
Rabbi Toby Manewith

A*“Match Made in Heaven,” Yachad's Faith to Faith Program
And Emory Beacon of Light CDC Unite to
Improve Brightwood

Audrey Smith points out the mezuzahs that hang on several doorposts in her
house in Washingtons Brightwood neighborhood. e mezuzahs have been
painted over so many times they are barely visible. It has been a long time since
the neighborhood was mostly Jewish and a Jewish family lived in this house.
Brightwood in the upper Georgia Ave. area has been predominantly African
American for many decades.

e mezuzahs, the traditional
emblem on the doorposts of
Jewish homes, present a quiet
symbol of a successful, long-
standing partnership between
Yachad and Emory United
Methodist Church, which owns
the Smith house. Yachad s Faith to
Faith Community Development
program provides technical,
real estate and organizational
development expertise to faith-
based community groups in
lower income neighborhoods.
Other Faith to Faith projects
have assisted such organizations as Far Southwest-Southeast Community
Development Corporation (CDC), ird Baptist CDC and New Covenant
Evangelic Center.

We ve had a wonderful partnership since 1997, Rev. Joseph Daniels,
Emory s pastor, recalled recently. So often people are trying to pit one faith
against another. Faith to Faith is a strong example of what can happen when two
di erent faiths come together on common ground and work together to help
people.

e Smith house gured in an early jointe ort between Emory and Yachad.
Now, more than a decade later, Yachads popular Sukkot in Spring (formerly
Sukkot in April) volunteer rehabilitation program is once again  xing up the
house.

Working with Emory through Faith to Faith and our other programs has
given Yachad an opportunity to make a real impact on one neighborhood, said
Audrey Lyon, Yachads Executive Director.

Soon after Emory established Emory Beacon of Light (EBOL), a non-pro t
community development corporation, to revitalize its upper Georgia Avenue
neighborhood more than a decade ago, Faith to Faith helped EBOL gure out a
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Audrey Smith points to barely visible mezuzah in her
house.
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Adat Shalom Does Sukkot in Spring Solo
Increasing Total Houses Repaired

Like many other synagogues, the 2009 Sukkot in Spring
volunteers from Adat Shalom did some sawing, some
hammering and nailing, and a lot of painting to x up the
home of Sabrina Wil- ' 7
liams, a homebound,
multiple stroke vic-
tim, her 30-year-old
daughter, Menyana,
and granddaughter,
Sabrina.

e family had
been con ned to the
cramped rst oor
of the house because
the second oor
had no electricity
or plumbing. Eight-
year-old Sabrina had
never slept in her
own bed. As a result
of the volunteers
e orts and donated
professional services, the house has a new kitchen oor,
fresh paint on all the rst oor walls, and new furnish-
ings provided by the volunteers. Sabrina has a bright,
pretty room of her own.

Whats di erent about this story from many other
Sukkot in Spring experiences is that this year, like every
year, Adat Shalom takes on the responsibility for doing
the house themselves. Most other congregations share
the workload and the cost with a partner synagogue. To
pull o the job, the Adat Shalom volunteers split the cost
of the project with the synagogue. Most volunteers chip
in something extra, as well.

If Adat Shalom can do it, other synagogues can do it,
says Yachad s Program Coordinator, Kendra Rubinfeld. If
other synagogues would take on a house by themselves,
we could repair twice as many houses.  at would be a
real mitzvah.

B

Adat Shalom volunters at Williams house.

We the People Up and Running

Yachad s We the People Initiative to celebrate federal
holidays by helping to repair the housing of low-income
or disabled people is up and running. Volunteers worked
on two separate projects Memorial Day weekend on May
24 and 25.

e Sunday project painted and xed up e ciency
apartments to house people living with HIVV/AIDS. On
Monday, the workers painted and landscaped a group
home for mentally ill people.

is was the second We the People event. On Feb.

16, in honor of Valentine s Day and Presidents Day,
volunteers worked on the home of a low-income family.

From Sisterspace and Books, Thanks to
Yachad for Help Reopening Bookstore

[Editor s Note: For their Sukkot in Spring project, Kehila Chadasha
and Temple Sinai renovated commercial space on Georgia Ave. to
house the nonpro t bookstore, Sisterspace and Books, a feminist
bookstore especially addressing the needs of African American
women. Sisterspace founder and proprietor Faye Williams writes
about the store and her experience with Yachad.]

From 1994-2004, Sisterspace and Books was a leading feminist,
women-owned bookstore, located at 1515 U Street, NW. On Aug.
3, 2004, Sisterspace and Books was evicted from, locked out of, and
dismissed from that site.

Today, it gives me great honor to announce that we are
reopening Sisterspace and Books on Georgia Ave., across the street
from the Petworth Metro.

Our bookstore has been reborn and restored and revitalized.
Yachad is one of the seeds, the gems, the activist-organizations that
helped us.

I was walking one evening in Brightwood and it started to rain.

I went into the Emory Beacon of Light O ce and there wasa yer
from Yachad. It said, We will help homeowners and businesses
located in Ward 4 with repairs.

I called Yachad. In three weeks we were talking about painting
walls, creating book shelves and replacing the roof. e next week,
I met Martin
Trocki [Kehila
Chadasha
Temple s Sukkot
in Spring house
captain] and
immediately
knew that we
had a sho-nu
partnership with
Yachad.

Yachad
understood our
mission and
had the tools
to restore our
bookstore.  ere is still much to be done to get Sisterspace and
Books back in the groove, but we know that Yachad will be there
to help. We look forward to a long-time relationship with you,
Yachad.

Plotnick Design working on shelves for Sisterspace.

ank you, Yachad,
Faye Williams

If you like what you are reading,

please donate to Yachad NOW!!!







