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Next week, take time out to bug a nonprofit

VIEWPOINT

MICHAEL ALLEM

very day for the pest 25 years that | have lived

in Washingion, my life — and my family's —

husa been enriched oy the work of IV, area
norprofit cganizations that makz this one of the most
vibrant amd interesting regioms ir the coantry and pro-
vida 7 wiky salisty net fim o st vielnerable brothers
anc sisters

But 1 den’t always take the time, as | should, to
appreciate their work, Perhaps you don't either.

W can all make up for that oo “Give o the Max
Day™ on Mov. 9. Om that day, we can al go online to
givedmic:, arg and make 4 contribartion 1o GUT Y oeRs
cheritahle auses. The effort, led by the Commanity
Foundation fior the MNattonal Capital Region, United
Wiy of the Natiosal Capial Area and Razoo, secks to
replicate smilar efforis in other yarts of the country 10
kick off the charissble giving sewson with a focused
dav of community giving and support far a broad
range of nanprofiis. More than 1,000 are registered and
will benafit fom individnal conmibarbions and additior-
al eash awards for those mobiliang the most support.

The paticipating groups represent virtually every
type of nonprofitimogimible — inchading marsr that
piny family benefied from when our kics were YOoung.
Among tham are organimtions swch as Glen Echo
Pack, wheo ow dulbdien gradusted from the carcusc]
to the pupet company te Advesture Theatre, end Joy
of Motion Dance Center, which nurtured our dusgh-
ters Iove of dance, Tn thelr wen years, sur kids playod
haskethall and soccer at Jelleff Boys & Girls Club and
volunteersd at Bread for the City, lona Senior Services
and Veronica House, whch is run by the Community
Ceuncil for the Homeles,

Asg a fenily, we have enjoyed countess bicyele
rides madz possible by the Coalition for the Capital
Crescent Trail. With the older kds off &t college, we

have mare time for movies at the Avalon Theatre, or
periormances at any number of krrific ocal theaters o
visits to the city's MY MNSSWTS.

s the seomony contiues to challenge us all, many
of us have hunkened down and tghtened our belts, At
the same time, Give to the Max Day reminds s that
oar commvanity s made up of thareande of nneprofis
ormnizations that ogether employ roughly 16 percent
of hie D.C workforee, deliver vial community servic-
es, give veice to the people thoy serve, sdvance solu-
tions for challenges facing socieny and ultimately con-
tribute to our vibrunt commuity.

This year's giving sesou labes plece i the shadow
of funding reductons from government and decisions
by Fannie Mae and the Freddie Mac Foundaticn to
wingl down or substantially scale back e SUppoTT on
which many grovps have depended. Having served or
the boards of several loca] nonprofils — Pathways to
Haousing, Palisades Village and Yachad — 1 understand
the increased demands on our lecal nonprofits all too
will.

Through a we-based approsch picreered by the
online furdratser Razoo, Give to the Max makes it
sy for casual and first-ime contribators to partici-
pate, for as Iittle as $10, OF course, the sky is te limil,

Here's the secret about Give to the Max Day: It
piver un the opportunify, an 8 single Ay, inmake a
bo'd statement about how impoctant nonprofits arc to
ourr lives. Even if we are Bairly private about our phi-
larthrepy, when we all contnbute on & zingle day, we
shew the power of comnunity and we can encourage
others 1o jpin in & broad cffort to improwe the lives of
all our ncighikan s,

So join me in hugging a nonprofit on Mov, 3. Make
a list of the nonprofits that have enrichied your life.
Then, g0 0 giveltmax. g, and do what [ plan o do
Giive to the Max.

Michazl Allen, ar attyrney with the civil rights firm
oy Relmtan, Dame & Coljr, &5 o resident of the
Palisades




